Democratic Women of Mecklenburg County

General Membership Meeting

Free Range Brewing

2320 N. Davidson St.

Charlotte, NC  28205

Wednesday, May 8, 2019

President Connie Green-Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

President recognized elected officials, candidates, and party office holders and guests.

1st VP Lisa Ellsworth introduced Dr. J. Michael Bitzer, Professor of Politics & History, Catawba College as this evening’s speaker.  Dr. Bitzer discussed North Carolina politics with regards to: the transformation in NC politics (generational/geographical), hyper-polarized environment, racial and geographic polarization, and the dramatic rise in the unaffiliated voter in NC.

BUSINESS MEETING

Elaine Bermudez, 2nd VP Membership, declared a quorum and announced 200 members in “good standing” of which 20 are men.

Minutes of April 10th meeting approved as written.

Ways & Means Committee Chair, Sharon Roberts reminded everyone of the Paint the Town Blue Gala, honoring Ann Wood as the recipient of the 2019 Doris Cromartie Award.  Thursday, August 15th at Temple Israel.

Stephanie Juno, liaison to CMS School Board reported on Supt. Wilcox proposed 2019-20 budget of $1,730,922,387.00.  This reflects a 7.6% increase from the previous year and focused highlights include investments in equity, people and student support.  

Tera Long, liaison to Mecklenburg County Commission reported on the budget proposal.  The top 5 issues: racial disparities, pre-K, affordable housing, mental health, and parks/greenways.  Budget is available on the county website or Tera’s Facebook page.

Yvette Townsend, liaison to the Charlotte City Council reported on the proposed revaluation and tax structure.  The Council believes the corresponding offsets will provide a neutral revenue budget.  Proposed increases will be absorbed due to growth rate in tax payer base.  Also, updates on changes to police camera footage/release/etc. were also reported on.

Announcements were made.

Motion to adjourn, Lisa Ellsworth, 2nd Susan Marcus.  Adjourned 8:15 p.m.

Next meeting will be June 12th at:

International House

1817 Central Avenue

Charlotte, NC 28205

Respectfully submitted,

Suzanne Zeitouni, Secretary, DWMC

